
 
 
 
Welcome to 2016! 
 
 These first few months of school have really flown by! Our attendance to date, is 
a solid 96.6 % ~ the best in the district! Thank you for recognizing the simple fact that 
your children cannot learn if they are not here, and always sending them to school unless 
they are ill. It really makes a difference. 
 
 Arrivals and Dismissals continue to raise some concerns for non-bus students. 
The bell rings in the morning at 8:35 to enter the school. There are about 15 students that 
routinely are running in at 8:40 and even later. Your child will be marked Tardy if they 
are not in their classroom by 8:45. Instruction begins at 8:45.  
I must also address that cars are either parking or using the RESERVED Handicapped 
parking spaces for turn-around, which is not acceptable. If you must drop your child off 
or pick them up, please park your car is designated area, not those that are reserved. 
 
 If you are a parent of 4th or 5th grade students, you received in the mail your 
child’s PARCC scores from 2015. We will be doing PARCC again this year in grades 3, 
4, and 5, during the last week in April through May. However, exact schedules are not yet 
set.  
This year there will be 7 testing sessions total in grades 3 and 4 for Math and English 
Language Arts (ELA) and 9 testing sessions for 5th grade students in Math, ELA, and 2 
MCAS Science and technology sessions. Typically, testing sessions for PARCC average 
80-90 minutes (unless extended time accommodations are in place), and untimed for 
MCAS. We will be doing all testing this year on paper and not computer based like last 
year.  
I do want to share a snapshot of last years overall scores for Williams.  Below is a graph 
of the percentages (%) of students that performed in the level 4 and 5, which is:  
Met or Exceeded Expectations.  
Grade and Subject School 

% 
District 
% 

State    
% 

Grade 3 ELA 54 35 54 
Grade 3 Math 72 41 72 
Grade 4 ELA 51 44 57 
Grade 4 Math 78 40 48 
Grade 5 ELA 67 35 63 
Grade 5 Math 81 39 55 
Grade 5 
Sci/Technology 

78 32 51 
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BERKSHIRE DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE A SAFER SCHOOL, A SAFER YOU 
STUDENT PROGRAMMING will be presenting to our students on the 19th  (k,1, 4 and 5) 
and the 20th of Jan (2nd and 3rd) 
Bullying Prevention: Using Children’s Literature to Foster Empathy, Friendship and 
Respect Presentations engage students in age-appropriate stories encouraging positive 
behavior. Interactive presentations use role-play and creative arts to demonstrate how 
words and actions can hurt others. Lessons are grade-specific for Grades K and 1. 
The Kids on the Block Program on Bullies & School Safety Program features life-size 
puppets which, through the magic of live puppet theater, teach students about bullying, 
encourage empathy for targets of bullying and provide problem-solving strategies to 
empower bystanders. Lessons are grade-specific for Grades 2 and 3. 
Promoting Positive Behavior & Strategies to Stop Bullying 
The presentation explores the forms of bullying behavior and gives students the tools 
they need to confidently take action if they experience or witness the behavior online or 
offline. Group activities and interactive discussions will raise students’ awareness of safe 
and healthy use of communication technology. Lessons are grade-specific for Grades 4 
and 5. 
 
Berkshire Theatre Festival will be performing Play Ball on Friday Jan. 22nd at 9am for all 
k-5 students. 
 
Instrumental concerts will be held in the evenings on Jan. 28th and Feb. 4th.  
Report Cards will go home Feb. 5th. 
 
The PTO will be soon sharing some very exciting news about the Williams Playground, 
so please be on the look out! 
 
Grades close on the 29th and report cards will go home the following week. We are 
beginning reading benchmarking next week as well. 
 
Any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach me. 
Thank you, 
Principal Buchinski 
 


